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NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT AND 
THE WRITTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
SEARCHING AUTHORITY, OR THE DECLARATION 



(PCTRule 44.1) 



L 



Applicant's or agent's fife reference 
032/04082 



Date of mailing 
( day/month/year) 



10/05/2005 



international application No. 
PCT/IL2 004/0 011 68 



Applicant 



ALGOTEC SYSTEMS LTD 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



Internationa! filing date 
(day/month/year) 



26/12/2004 



1 ■ bd ™f> app licant is he reoy notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the Internationa! Searching 
Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith. 

Filing of amendments and statement under Article 1 9: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46): 
When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
International Search Report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Dlrectty to the international Bureau of WIPO, 34 chemin des Colornbettes 

121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Fascimiie No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 
For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

? - CD T^fW^Dl fJ*T**?y ;;^i«od that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article 17(2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith. 

3. □ With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 



□ 
□ 



the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
applicant s request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices, 
no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 



4. Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the 
L^i n !r f.2 U - - th ? a ff Kcant wfshes t0 av °tt or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international 

SEE™ £ « ' i * 6 Pn ?^ ty ? ai ™ ! muSt 7each the lntern ational Bureau as provided in Rules BObisA and 90Ws.3, respectively, 
before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

^ P F nCa ?o may SU -^ it l c ° mme P ts on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the 
nttno^nf 1 he [nternat ! onal Bure3U will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an 

«hT™SS £ .f J. I K m f ary ?* arnfnatlon re P ort ha s been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available to 
the pubfoc but not before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date. 

^Im^ 5? ?, ?^ ri ° rity ?. a *\ but ? n[ * in res P ect of so ™ e designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 

%lfl /£ io^I^fr } h * applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority 

I i25 T S eV f n 13 e, 2 : otherwise > V* applicant must within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed 
acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

months 60 * ° f des[gnated omces ' tne tlme limf * o* 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 1 9 



%^%t? neX l? M° r + m P ™/301 and ' for detalls about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, see the PCT Applicant's 
Gutde, Volume II, National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 



Name and mailing address of the International Searching Authority 

_ European Patent Office, P,B. 581 8 Patent! aan 2 
NL-2280 HV Rijswijk 

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 




Authorized officer 



Leila Ghaschghaie 



Form PCT/ISA/220 (January 2004) 



(See notes on accompanying sheet) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/iSA/220 



M„. TheaS u 0tSS J erS j" 18 ^^ lo O'Vb basic instructions concerning the filing of amendments under article 19 The 
unrf»r fh*. T™t?„Tr, req i"w em6nta ot th « f a,e '' t Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative Instructions 

Admin^i^,^^^^. ,Se0,i ° n " rSfef ,0 *■ "CT, the PCT Regulations and the PCX 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

in*-mI!S5 aft t r h ^?5 : eceived the intemafionaJ search report, one opportunity to amend the claims of the 
d^™S a P^ oaiMr1 ' 4 shou ' d "owver be emphasized that, since all parts of the international application (claims 
n™^^ draw ' n 9 s >" la yba amended during the international preliminary examination procedure, thZS usually 

for vStS^^S^Z^l th V la r 8 Undef Arfi< * 1 9 eXee P* WherS " B ° *P"°«™ wants the latter tX pubiTJhed 
SLthLES^? ^ t prot,M * c r 0r haa anolhBr reaBon for ending the claims before international pbulication 

Furthermore, it should be emphasized that provisions protection is available in some Safes only. P 

What parts of the International application may be amended? 

Under Article 1 9, only the claims may be amended. 

^1^Ll he J rt * r ?Q i °r al Pha8 l' tne . c,aims be amended (or further amended) under Article 34 before 

MM? M^W^!IIl ,na,y « EX T E n,ng 1716 de «oriptkin and drawings may only be amended under 

Article 34 before the International Examining Authority. 

JSSSSS»IS» ° f intemalional application may be amended under Article 28 



When? 



olta whK^frTi >^ * of transmftta^ of the international search report or 1 S months from the priority 
« h;!l ^!!! ™= expires later. It should be noted, however, that the amendments will be considered 

, fua u"? t,m "' f m received b y «i» International Bureau after the expiration of the 
(Bute 46 U completion of the technical preparations for international publication 



Where not to file the amendments? 



How? 



.^..^^^ . Bmmu and not with the receivins Office 'or thai 

Intern ationai Searching Authority {Rule 4S.2). i»i»™iw™rai8«iiww™ 

Where a demand for international preliminary examination has been/is filed, see below, 
one or n™«^*^^?^ m by ***** ° ne ° r more new c!aims - b V the text of 

^llJed no mr^^ must «"nr,b»r«d in Arabic numerals. Where a claim m 

cancelled^© mnyrnbenng of the other claims is required. In att oases where claims are renumbered thev must 
be renumbered consecutively {Administrative Instructions, Section 205(b)). ' ^ y must 

The amendments must be made in fh© language fa which Ihe International application & to b© published. 

What document & must/may accompany the amendmstiis? 

Letter (Sect Ian 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a fetter. 

I^f^ri^ te WtehB . d W * h «*»"^onal application and the amended claims. It should not be 
confused wrth the Statement under Article 1 9(1}* (see below, under "Statement under Article 19(1)"), 

^j^^™" s£ fo * ^English or French, at the choice of the applicant However, If the language off the 

^ «" * E "Silsh; If the language of the 



Notes to Form PCT/ISA/220 (first sheet) (January 1 994) 
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NOTES TO FORM PC17ESA/220 (continued) 



The fetter must indicate the differences between the claims as filed and the claims as amended. It must, in 
particular, indicate, in connection with each claim appearing in the international application (it being understood 
that identical indications concerning several claims may be grouped^whelher 

(0 the claim is unchanged; 

(if) the claim is cancelled; 

(lit) the claim is new; 

(iv) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) the claim is the result of the division of a claim as nJed. 



The following examples Ellustrafe the manner in which amendments must be explained In the 
accompanying letter: 

1 . [Where originally fchere were 48 claims and after amendment of some claims there are 51]; 
"Claims 1 to 29, 31 , 32, 34, 35, 37 to 48 replaced by amended damns bearing the same numbers; 
claims 30 t 33 and 36 unchanged; new cfaims 49 to 51 added," 

2. [Where originally there were 1 5 claims and after amendment of all claims there are 11 }: 
"Claims 1 to 1 5 replaced by amended claims 1 to 11 / 

3. [Where originally there were 1 4 claims and the amendments consist in cancelling some claims and in adding 
new claims]: 

"Claims 1 to 6 and 14 unchanged; claims 7 to 1 3 cancelled; new claims 15, 16 and 17 added." or 
"Claims 7 to f 3 conceited; new cfaims 1 5, 16 and 1 7 added; all other ciaimB unchanged." 

4. [Where various kinds of amendments are made]: 

"Claims 1-10 unchanged; claims 11 to 13, 18 and 19 cancelled; claims 1 4, 1 5 and 1 6 replaced by amended 
claim 1 4; claim 17 subdivided into amended claims 15, 16 and 17; new claims 20 and 21 added " 



"Statement under artlcfl© )" (Rule $&A) 

The amendments may be accompanied by a statement explaining the amendments and indicating any impact 
that such amendments might have on the description and the drawings fwhich cannot be amended under 
Article 19(1)). 

The statement wtN be published with the international application and the amended claims. 
91 must be In the language m which the International sapppftcstion ss to be pu&Hsh®^. 
It must be brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or if translated into English. 

It should not be confused with and does not replace the fetter indicating the differences between the ctaims 
as filed and as amended. It must be filed on a separate sheet and must be identified as such by a heading t 
preferably by using the words "Statement under Article 1 9(1 ). * 

tt may not contain any disparaging comments on the internaf ional search report or the relevance of citations 
contained in that report. Reference to citations, relevant to a given claim, contained in the international search 
report may be made only in connection wfth an amendment of that claim. 



Conaes|«©ne® If a demand! for International preliminary egamlnattan has aSready been 

If, at the time of filing any amendments under Article 1 9, sl demand for international preliminary examination 
has already been submitted, the applicant must preferably, at the same time of filing the amendments with the 
International Bureau, also fits a copy of such amendments with the international Preliminary Examining 
Authority (see Rule S2.2(a) s first sentence). 

Consequence with regard to transition q# th# SnlsfnaUonai application for entry 8nto tn® national phase 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that, where upon eniry into the national phase, a translation of the 
claims as amended under Article 19 may have to be furnished to the designated/elected Offices, instead of, or 
in addition to 1 the translation of the claims as filed. 

For further details on the requirements of each design ate d/©iected Office, see Volume It of the PCT Applicant's 
Guide. 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 





INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

{PCT Article 1 8 and Rules 43 and 44) 



| Applicants or agent's file reference 
032/04082 


FOR FURTHER see Form PCT/ISA/220 

ACTION as wefl as, where applicable, item 5 below. 


international application No. 


Intemationaf filing date (day/month/year) 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 


PCT/ IL2 004/ 00 11 68 


26/12/2004 


15/01/2004 


Appiicant 






ALGOTEC SYSTEMS LTD . 







This International Search Report has been prepared by this international Searching Authority and is transmitted to the appficant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

Th?s International Search Report consists of a total of 5 sheets. 

\Ej !t is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 



f— I I he ' ntG / natlor}a! search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to 
this Authority (Rute 23.1 (b)). 



2. 
3. 



With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. L 
I I Certain claims were found unsearchable {See Box II). 
j | Unity of invention is lacking (see Box III). 



4. With regard to the title, 

[x] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



6. 



With regard to the abstract, 

the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No, IV. The appficant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to thts Authority. 

With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 3A-3B 
\xj as suggested by the applicant 

as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 



Q as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention, 
b. [_J none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 



Form PCT/ESA/210 (first sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 G06T17/50 G06T5/00 



international Application No 

PCT/IL2004/001168 



According to international Patent Classif scat ion (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B« FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 G06T 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data, PAJ, INSPEC, IBM-TDB 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



A 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the refevant passages 



SETHIAN J A: "Evolution, implementation, 
and application of level set and fast 
marching methods for advancing fronts" 
JOURNAL OF COMPUTATIONAL PHYSICS ACADEMIC 
PRESS USA, 

vol. 169, no. 2, 20 May 2001 (2001-05-20), 
pages 503-555, XP002325672 
ISSN: 0021-9991 
the whole document 



-/-- 



Relevant to claim No. 



1-33 




X j Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



Special categories of cited documents : 



"A" 
"E ,f 
"L" 

"O" 



document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

document which may throw doubts on priority ciaim(s) or 
which is cited fo establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



,F T" later document published after the international fiimg date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

,r X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

"Y" document of pa rticuiar relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

r &" document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



21 April 2005 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rfjswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



10/05/2005 



Authorized officer 



Herter, J 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



^Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



International Application No 

PCT/IL2004/001168 



Category ° Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



A 



A 




SETHI AN J A: "A fast marching level set 

method for monotonically advancing fronts" 

NAT. ACAD. SCI. 93(4), 'Online! 1996, 

pages 1591-1595, XP002325671 

Retrieved from the Internet: 

URL: http: //math . berkel ey . edu/{ sethi an/Pape 

rs/ seth i an . f as tmarchi ng . pdf . gz> 

'retrieved on 2005-04-21! 

cited in the application 

the whole document 



1-33 



US 2002/100009 Al (XING ZHA0YUN ET AL) 
25 July 2002 (2002-07-25) 
the whole document 



MELCHI0R P ET AL: "Consideration of 

obstacle danger level in path planning 

using A<*> and Fast-Marching optimisation 

comparative study" 

SIGNAL PROCESSING, AMSTERDAM, NL, 

vol. 83, no. 11, November 2003 (2003-11), 

pages 2387-2396, X P004463300 

ISSN: 0165-1684 

cited in the application 

the whole document 

DESCHAMPS T ET AL: "Fast extraction of 
minimal paths in 3D Images and 
applications to virtual endoscopy" 
MEDICAL IMAGE ANALYSIS, OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
PRESS, 0X0FRD, GB, 

vol. 5, 2001, pages 281-299, XP002904305 

ISSN: 1361-8415 

cited in the application 

the whole document 

LIVINGSTONE D ET AL: "Fast marching and 
fast driving: combining off-line search 
and reactive A.I." 
4TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 



1-33 



1-33 



1-33 



INTELLIGENT GAMES AND SIMULATION (GAME 
2993), November 2003 (2003-11), 
XP002325673 
UK 

cited in the application 
the whole document 



ON 



1-33 



US 6 604 005 Bl (D0RST LEENDERT ET AL) 
5 August 2003 (2003-08-05) 
cited in the application 
the whole document 

-/— 



1-33 
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IMTERMATIOMAL SEARCH REPORT 



C.(Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



International Application No 

PCT/IL2004/001168 



Category 



A 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



US 6 324 478 Bl (POPOVICI ALEXANDER M ET 
AL) 27 November 2001 (2001-11-27) 
cited in the application 
the whole document 



Relevant to claim No. 



1-33 



US 6 496 188 Bl (DESCHAMPS THOMAS ET AL) 
17 December 2002 (2002-12-17) 
cited in the application 
the whole document 



1-33 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent famjfy members 



International Application No 

PCT/IL2004/001168 



Patent document 


Publication 




Patent family 




Publication 


cited in search reoort 


date 




memberts) 

Til I 1 T 1 1 J 




date 


US 2002100009 Al 


25-07-2002 


US 


2002104061 


Al 


01-08-2002 






US 


2002107711 


Al 


08-08-2002 


« — 

US 6604005 Bl 


05-08-2003 


US 


5751573 


A 


12-05-1998 






US 


5764510 


A 


09-06-1998 






US 


5808887 


A 


15-09-1998 






us 


5220497 


A 


15-06-1993 






DE 


3853616 


Dl 


24-05-1995 


■ 




DE 


3853616 


T2 


30-11-1995 






EP 


0317020 


A2 


24-05-1989 






JP 


1205205 


A 


17-08-1989 






Ur 


£o4UDUo 


DC 








KR 


133294 


Bl • 


24-04-1998 








Do/ UjUj 


A 

rt 


HQ— H9— 1 QQQ 






us 


6324476 


Bl 


27-11-2001 






us 


5663879 


A 


02-09-1997 


US 6324478 Bl 


27-11-2001 

t-r- f 4.4- (-u v 4. 


NONE 








US 6496188 Bl 


17-12-2002 


WO 


0041134 


Al 


13-07-2000 






EP 


1058913 


Al 


13-12-2000 






JP 


2002534191 


T 


15-10-2002 



Form PCTyiSA/210 (patent family annex) (January 2004) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 




see form PCT71SA£20 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule 43£>/s,1) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

see form PCT/ISA£20 



Date of mailing 

(day/month/year) see form PCT/ISA/21 0 (second sheet) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



International application No. 

PCT/IL2004/0011 68 



international filing date (dayAncntbfyear) 
26-12.2004 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
15.01-2004 



International Patent Classification {IPC) or both national classification and IPG 

G06T17£0, G06T5A30 



Applicant 

ALGOTEC SYSTEMS LTD, 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No, I Basis of the opinion 



□ Box No. fl 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ Box No- IV 
Box No. V 



□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No, V!) 



Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of u n ity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43bfe.1 <a)(l) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 



□ Box No. VllI Certain observations on the international application 
FURTHER ACTION 

if a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the international Preliminary Examining Authority TIP EA' ) However this > does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the I PEA and the chose n iPEA has ' notofed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1b/s(b) that written opinions of this international Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

if this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA the applicant is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCT1SA£20 or before the expiration of 22 months from the pnonty date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCTyiSA£2(X 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA22G. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 




European Patent Office 
D-8G298 Munich 

Tel. +49 39 2399 - 0 Tx; 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized Officer 

He iter, J 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399-7478 




Form (PC773SA£37) (Cover Sheet) {January 2004) 

■ * 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No 
PCT/IL2004/001168 



Box No. I Ba sis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which! was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
{under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucBeotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ tabie{s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Form PCTylSA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/IL2QG4&01168 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43iwa1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty- (N) Yes: Claims 1-33 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-33 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (I A) Yes: Claims 1-33 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Form PCTVlSA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/1L2004/001168 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US 2002/100009 A1 (Xing et al.) 25 July 2002 

D2: Sethian: "Evolution, implementation, and application of level set and fast 
marching methods for advancing fronts" Journal of Computational Physics 
Academic Press USA, voL 169, no. 2, 20 May 2001, pages 503-555 

D3: Deschamps et al.: "Fast extraction of minimal paths in 3D images and 

applications to virtual endoscopy" Medical Image Analysis, Oxford University 
Press, Oxford, GB, voL 5, 2001 , pages 281-299, cited in the application 

2- Item V: Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



2.1 The present application meets the requirements of Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT 

because the subject matter of claim 1 appears to be novel and inventive, the reasons 
being as follows: 

As to claim 1 : 
D1 discloses: 

- A method of finding a path from a start point to a target point, j. n m u Iti-di m ens jo n al. 

space (see abstract, lines 1-4 and page 1, paragraph [0012]}, comprising: 

- (a) determining a plurality of points in a physical space, including a start point and 
an target point (see page 1, paragraph [0012] and page 3, paragraph [0049]); 

- (b) computing, using a cost function, for said points an accumulated path cost from 
the start point to a point; representing a minimal cost path from the start point to the 
point with respect to an optimization criteria (see page 1, paragraph [0014] and page 
3, paragraphs [0056]-[0057]); 

- © computing for at least some of said points an estimated -cost-to-target from a 
point to the target point (see page 3, paragraphs [0056]~[0057] supported by page 5, 
paragraphs [0068]-[0073] and figures 22 and 23); and 

- wherein the determination is based on said accumulated path costs, and is 
substantially minimal with respect to the optimization criteria (see page 3, paragraph 
[0057]). 
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D1 however fails to disclose: 

- (d) after computing said costs, determining at least one of a minimal path or a 
minimal path cost of a path from the start point to the target point in the physical 
space. 

The system of D1 determines the minimal path in a tile graph (see page 3, 
paragraphs [0053]-[00S7J) and not in the physical space. 

An inventive step can be acknowledged. 

2.2 The independent claims are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in 
combination from the prior art (document D1) being placed in the preamble (Rule 

6 3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the characterising 
part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

2.3 The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

2.4 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor are these 
documents identified therein. 
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